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showed the Fifth Minnesota in action at Nashville.
Williams said, "Pyle was here for the unveiling. Old
General L. H. Hubbard, who had led the charge,
looked at it and said it was lousy. The hill in the back-
ground, he said, had been on fire, and he wanted it
on fire! Well, I got a step-ladder, and Howard Pyle
climbed up with his paint and brushes and set it on fire,
and there it is. It sure looks on fire, don't it? "

Governor Peterson, when we got in to him, was a
country newspaper editor in his shirt-sleeves, who'd
have probably never sat there except for the accident
of Floyd Olson's death. We talked for a quarter of
an hour or so, mostly banalities, but out of the con-
versation did come this. I don't pin it on him, or quote
him, or mean to prove anything by it. It is merely
what seemed to me to appear from the conversation
and from later observation of my own, throughout
Minnesota, Wisconsin, the Dakotas:

The Farmer-Labour party in that area is a camelo-
pard. The Scandinavian-American farmers are not, as
we now misuse the word, Radicals at all. They are
agrarian Liberals, almost untinged by Marxian or
Communist doctrines. They are interested in co-opera-
tives, but are by nature small capitalists, owners of
property, respecters of individual property rights. I
met and talked with many of them, rich and poor, in
their own barns or kitchens. Well, all their talk showed
that they were farmers who had kept their independent,
individualist tradition. They think in terms of free
formers and free farms, privately owned. They are
strong for co-operatives, but dead against Communism,
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